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A Global Cooperative Commonwealth?
The Global Diffusion of the Cooperative Movement 

since 1800

Pioneered in its modern form in the UK, cooperative welfare spread globally, 
covering virtually all countries at the end of the 20th century. We find that 
coops, contrary to welfare state foundations, were largely children of 
economic necessity. However, both welfare states and cooperatives were 
beneficiaries of democratic development, while rather benefiting under non-
left governments. It can be shown, that Common-Law countries and those 
with British colonial legacy were more likely to introduce consumer coops 
earlier, while Scandinavian and German-law jurisdictions were first for housing, 
banking and farming coops. Coops spilled over functionally from one branch 
into others rather than from neighbouring countries. Countries with more 
established cooperative tradition were more likely to develop welfare states.
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